FARMERS’ CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP 

IN 

DIVERSIFICATION IN AGRICUTURE 

 MANDI,  HIMACHAL PRADESH  

Agriculture being the mainstay of the people of Himachal Pradesh has an important role in the economy of the farmers. Over 93% of the population in Himachal depends directly upon Agriculture and allied sectors that provides direct employment to 71% of its people. It also accounts for 21.7 percent of the gross State Domestic Product. In order to raise economic conditions of the farmers, there is a need to promote diversification of cropping pattern like production of off-season vegetables, quality vegetable seeds, potato and ginger besides soyabean, oil seeds and pulses in the State. 

Mandi district has very congenial climatic conditions for cultivation of high value medicinal and aromatic plants, orchid, and flowers like Roses and Chrysanthemum etc. Medicinal, aromatic, and orchid plants can be cultivated as understorey crops with the horticulture tree crops and as marginal/ mixed crops with the agriculture crops to increase economic returns .

Considering the unemployment and economic status in the state, particularly in the rural areas, diversification of Agri based economic activities for self-employment in rural areas has become very important. In order to promote it , the Indian Society Of Agribusiness Professionals- ISAP a non profit Civil Society Organization having a network of professionals in India and SAARC countries is making its  sincere efforts through  Farmers’ Capacity Building Workshops in  diversify agricultural activities in the rural areas to increase production and productivity through improvement of inputs, transfer of appropriate technology and managerial practices, which would generate employment, ensure greater rate of returns to the farmers and promote self-reliance. 

The other functional areas of ISAP, inter-alia, includes rural livelihood support programmes, query redress service, market linkage, capacity building and training of farmers, extension outreach, advocacy, information dissemination, technology transfer and absorption. The ultimate goal is to increase the income level of the rural poor and farming community. This could be possible through knowledge connectivity to the farmers and diversifying the farming activities in the areas like poultry, dairy, bee keeping, agro processing and agro-related services.  

It is now widely known that agriculture production and growth rate has been declining over the last few years which is causing great concern for the policy makers, planners, programme implementers and all other stake holders. It is equally a matter of concern for Civil Society Organizations and others in the voluntary sector who also wish to play the role of a catalyst in accelerating the pace of agricultural growth rate in the economy for achieving the objective of rural prosperity.  

It is in this background that ISAP propose to organize a one day  Farmers’  Capacity Building Workshop at Govt. Primary School Ground , Vill. Chandyal  , P.O : Gagal , Tehsil : Mandi Dist. Mandi  , Himachal Pradesh  on 25th May , 2007. The venue is based  around 7 Kms. away from  Mandi  Bus Stand  on High way

The aim of the workshop is to empower farming community as  “ Knowledge Agri Practitioner  “ by techniques of accessing the best available information and knowledge about diversified  cultivation practices, inputs and output markets which will help them to improve their earning capacity and quality of living. 

Participants:

We are expecting a huge participation from farming community, Self Help Groups, Social Institutions, Farmers Federation, State and district level government agencies, elected People’s Representatives and Corporate in this event. 

Objectives:

· To widen the knowledge on development scheme / projects and programme of the government & other institutions in agriculture and allied sector;

· To upgrade know how skills in commercial production of Aromatic and Medicinal Plant Cultivation and other high value crops of Himachal Pradesh;

· To strengthen knowledge linkage between development stake holders - farmers, SHGs, CBOs, Grassroot NGOs, Panchayat, Local Government Officials, Agribusiness Community, Insurance Companies, Financial Institutions and ISAP;
· To create awareness and knowledge among the participants about the emerging issues in the field of agriculture and allied sectors; 

· To provide a platform for interaction between agri experts and technology users on various agro-based enterprises;

· To explore market linkage between farming community and Agribusiness Community thereby generate income-enhancing opportunity for the farmers.

THEME: 

On the basis of analysis and need identification in Mandi district the following topics would be addresses in the workshop: 

i) Agriculture & Rural Development Schemes, Project & Programmes at Zilla, State and Central level;

ii) Organic Farming Practices ;

iii) Promotion of Medicinal &   Aromatic Plants cultivativation practices ;

iv) Exotic and off season Vegetable cultivation Practices;

v) Scope of Flowers and Orchids cultivation ;

vi) Innovative Animal Husbandry Activities and  

vii) Contribution of financial , insurance & other Agri based Companies in Agriculture   Development.

Exhibition: 

There will be provision for exhibitors to display and sell Agri inputs – seeds, pesticides, insecticides, fertilizers- Chemical and Bio fertiliser, Vermi compost   products, farmer’s friendly low cost tools & equipment from Agri based companies, NGOs, CBOs, SHGs and Farmers Federation and other micro enterprise stakeholders.

Contact Persons:  

For any further clarification regarding this workshop, please contact the following  persons : 

1.
Ms. Mamta Srivastava, 


National Coordinator – NGO Networking & Extension Services 


Capacity Building Workshop Organiser


Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals    



R-289 A, Greater Kailash, New Delhi –110048 , INDIA 



Tel. 011-32994117(Direct), 41730573 –74, 32938993  Fax : 41731674



Email: mamta@isapindia.org,   www.isapindia.org

2.
Mr. Pawan Kumar Saini 


Nodal Officer – Shimla 


Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals , New Delhi    


(M) 09816217784 , Email: isaprohp@isapindia.org
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