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MEDICINAL PLANTS UNIT

PERFORMANCE BUDGET (2010-2011)

Achievements (2008-2009)
1)
Review Monographs on Indian Medicinal Plants : The programme aims at consolidation of Indian research contributions (published information) at the various national laboratories/institutions across the country in the area of medicinal plants. During the year Volumes 6 and 7 (with botanical names Ch-Ci and Cl-Co) covering monographs on about 370 medicinal plant species carrying multidisciplinary information as part of the series on Reviews on Indian Medicinal Plants was published. Multidisciplinary information on another 700 medicinal plants, was collected, collated and draft monographs prepared.
2)
Quality Standards of Indian Medicinal Plants : The programme aims at development of Quality Standards of important Indian medicinal plants and preparation of monographs thereof. Published Vol. 6 in the series on ‘Quality Standards on Indian Medicinal Plants’. This volume carried out the Quality standards on 35 medicinal plants. Monographs on another 34 plants finalized for 7th volume.
3)
Medicinal plants monographs on diseases of public health importance : The draft monograph in the area of diabetes and filariasis in different stages of preparation.
Achievements (2009-2010)

1)
Review Monographs on Indian Medicinal Plants : The programme aims at consolidation of Indian research contributions (published information) at the various National laboratories/institutions across the country in the area of medicinal plants and present the compiled information in series on Reviews on Indian Medicinal Plants. 

During the year Vol. 9 (with botanical names Da-Dy) has been published covering monographs on about 430 medicinal plants species carrying multidisciplinary information as part of series on Reviews on Indian Medicinal Plants.

Earlier, 7 volumes of Reviews on Indian Medicinal Plants (with botanical names starting with A, B and Ca-Co) covering multidisciplinary research data on about 1,500 plants, running into about 4,800 printed pages and covering about 31,000 citations were published. 

Each Monograph includes regional names of the medicinal plant, its sanskrit synonyms as well as the Ayurvedic description (wherever available), ethnobotanical studies, apart from the habitat and the parts used, properties and uses on one hand, and the details of botanical, pharmacognostical, chemical, pharmacological and clinical data on the other, backed by complete references and bibliography on each aspect of the information cited, besides the colour photographs of important medicinal plants.

2)
Quality Standards of Indian Medicinal Plants : The programme aims at development of Quality Standards of important Indian medicinal plants and preparation of monographs thereof. The programme is in progress at various national laboratories/Institutions in the country. The monographs are on the pattern of WHO guidelines and focus on the diagnostic features and phytochemical studies, including markers besides having information on pharmacological, clinical, toxicological aspects along with dosage, adulterants/substitutes etc. 

The Quality standards on 34 medicinal plants were developed, monographs prepared, finalized, technically reviewed and published as Vol. 7 as part of series on Quality Standards on Indian Medicinal Plants. Earlier 6 volumes have been brought out containing quality standards of a total of 205 plants. Monographs on another 35 plants are being finalized for 8th volume.

3)
Medicinal plants monographs on diseases of public health importance : The activity aims at integration of leads/scientific information on diseases (including etiopathogenesis) and plant drugs as given in the ancient texts (ISM) and Allopathic system of medicine on one hand and the multidisciplinary research data generated on these plant remedies with focus on pharmacological, toxicological, clinical, phytochemical, pharmacognostic, on the other. 

The draft monographs of filariasis and diabetes mellitus are in different stages of review.

Other initiatives 

Heavy metals and Persistent pesticide analysis: The final report on the project of Heavy metals and Persistent pesticide analysis of Medicinal Plant is being finalized.
Generation of Phytochemical Markers and Development of a Repository: Data has been generated for 30 phytochemical markers. 
Establishing the Identity of Selected Controversial Ayurvedic Plant Drugs: Data is being generated for 5 cotroversial groups. 
Reasons for shortfall of targets/Non initiatives/followup of other programmes : Various infrastructural constraints.
Targets/Thrust areas/Proposed activities (2010-2011) 

To continue and strengthen the ongoing activities. It is planned to complete preparation of Review monographs on another 400 medicinal plants; develop quality standards of another 35 plants; expedite completion of disease based monographs on diseases of public health importance in the thrust areas. It is further proposed to initiate/follow up initiatives/extend studies to new centres in areas like generation of phytochemical markers on select medicinal plants, projects on standards on plant extracts, safety studies etc. It is also proposed to initiate steps for development of databases on other aspects of medicinal plants, human resource development and dissemination of information through digital and conventional means.

The above programmes/new initiatives is proposed to be achieved through Adhoc & TF projects, establishment of Centres for Advance Research, interagency programmes, training programmes & workshops, depending on the availability of funds, infrastructure and facilities.
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