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FARMERS’ AWARENESS CAMPAIGN –2007, CHITRAKOOT U.P

Recognising that rural prosperity is the key to overall economic development, several measures are taken by the Government for poverty reduction, employment creation and income generation in the rural areas throughout the country. Despite these measures, a vast majority of small and marginal farmers and landless agricultural labourers are still living below the poverty line and therefore, it is essential to reinforce the policy measures along with programme support for raising the income level for this vast section of rural community. Among other measures, there is an urgent need to fill the information gap in respect of technology, market and other inputs for the betterment of the farming community. It is also necessary to support the small and marginal farmers and landless agricultural labourers by enhancing their access to technologies, market information and linkages, expert advice and risk coverage options through knowledge connectivity at District, Block and Village levels.

Uttar Pradesh, which is predominantly agrarian, and performance of agriculture and allied activities such as horticulture, animal husbandry, dairying and fisheries are critical in determining the growth rate of the state. It has provided employment to 66% of the total workers. It is estimated that 24% of U. P farmers (27% at all India level) did not like faming and felt that agriculture was not profitable. In all 41% farmers in U.P (40% at all India level) felt that given a choice, they would take up some other career. This indicates a serious problem wherein the main protagonist in suffering from low self esteem and does not believe that what he is doing is worth while economically or even socially.  In U.P it is estimated that only 12% of farmer households had even insured their crops and 56 % did not know that crops could be insured. These data cleanly highlights that extension activity in the state need to be revamped. The information gap is widely spread at grassroot level. The agriculturist are not aware of the welfare services & development schemes of the government departments like agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, fish farming, micro finance   schemes, farmers extension services etc.

THE INDIAN SOCIETY OF AGRIBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS (ISAP) registered under the Indian Company’s Act is a non profit, Civil Society Organisation having a network of professionals in India and SAARC countries and experience ranging from irrigation, food processing, international trade, research, agri-inputs, agri-extension etc.  The functional areas of ISAP, inter-alia, includes SHG formation, capacity building / training , workshop / seminars, advocacy, information dissemination, technology transfer and absorption. The ultimate goal is to increase the income level of the rural poor and farming community. This could be possible through knowledge connectivity to the farmers and diversifying the farming activities in the areas like poultry, dairy, bee keeping, agro processing and agro-related services.  

It is now widely known that agriculture production and growth rate has been declining over the last few years which is causing great concern for the policy makers, planners, programme implementers and all other stake holders. It is equally a matter of concern for Civil Society Organisations  and others in the voluntary sector who also wish to play the role of a catalyst in accelerating the pace of agricultural growth rate in the economy for achieving the objective of rural prosperity.  

It is in this background that ISAP in collaboration with its  NGO member organizations Akhil Bharatiya Samaj Sewa Sansthan , Chitrakoot, U.P  propose to organize a one day Farmers Awareness Campaign at VPO : Manikpur , block : Manikpur,  Districts : Chitrakoot , U.P on 11th July,  2007. 
The aim of the campaign is to empower farming community as  “ Knowledge Farmer “ by techniques of accessing the best available information and knowledge about cultivation practices, inputs and output markets which will help them to improve their earning capacity and quality of living.

The campaign will primarily focus on rendering extension service to the farmers with the help of governmental extension agencies and at the same time provide a forum for market linkage to the farmers and also SHGs for getting a better price for their produce and thereby enhancing their income and earning capacity. 

PARTICIPANTS:

We are expecting a huge participation from farming community, Self Help Groups, Social Institutions, Farmers Federation, State and district level government agencies, Elected People’s Representatives  and Corporate in this event. 

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES:

· To extend the outreach of Agricultural Extension Services to farming community and rural poor;

· To strengthen knowledge linkage between development stake holders - farmers, SHGs, CBOs, Grassroot NGOs, Panchayat, Local Government Officials, Agribusiness Community, Insurance Companies, Financial Institutions and ISAP;

· To create awareness about different schemes, projects and programmes of Agriculture and allied department, Rural Development supported by Zilla Panchayat, State & Central Government;  

· To create awareness and knowledge among the participants about the emerging issues in the field of agriculture and allied sectors;
· To provide a platform for interaction between agri experts and technology users on various agro-based enterprises;

· To explore market linkage between farming community and Agribusiness Community thereby generate income-enhancing opportunity for the farmers.

CAMPAIGN THEMES:

The identified themes of the Campaign would address the following areas:

· Agriculture & Rural Development Schemes, Project & Programmes at Zilla, State and Central level;

· Extension Services of ISAP for farming  & Agribusiness community in particular Query Redress & market linkage in collaboration with Agriculture Development stake holders;

· Marketing of Agriculture and WTO and its implications to Agriculture:

· Soil and fertility Management;

· Plant Protection and Integrated Pest Management;

· Organic Farming Practices;

· Water efficient crops cultivation practices;

· Innovative Micro Irrigation System and 

· Contribution of finance, insurance & other Agri based Companies in Agriculture   Development.

IMPORTANT NOTE : 

There will be provision for Display and Sale of Agri inputs – seeds, pesticides, insecticides, fertilizers- Chemical and Biofertiliser, Vermicompost   products, farmer’s friendly  low cost tools & equipment from Agri based companies, NGOs, CBOs,  SHGs and  Farmers Federation and other micro enterprise stakeholders .
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