Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals

About ISAP

Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) is a non-profit organization incorporated in 2001, under section 25 of the Indian Companies Act. Its membership is more that 13,500 currently with more than 175 City Chapter Coordinators, 1485 Experts, 1761 Disseminators, 900 Partner NGOs, 848 Industrial Users, 1050 Researchers and 194 Agriculture Journalists amongst others. It is probably one of the largest organizations of agriculture and allied sector professionals in the world. 

Our Mission

· Improve the productivity of the Indian small, marginal and poor farmers and ensure food security for the cultivator small farmer and a marketable surplus as well. 

· Improve their capacity to produce to world quality standards and thus enter export markets as well. 

· Develop and nurture a meaningful relationship between poor farmers in rural India and the large, talented agricultural scientists and technocrats. 

· Initiate sustainable development in India’s agriculture without externalizing environmental costs. 

· Effectively bridge the Rural-Urban divide and stem the migration of labour from the former to the latter.

 

Our Objectives:

1. Creation of a national and international network of food and agribusiness professionals involved in all business aspects of the agricultural sector. 

2. Facilitating creation of agribusiness clinics and enabling a sustainable delivery of products and services to the farming community. 

3. Enhance the agricultural knowledge base by utilization of available scientific knowledge, use of traditional knowledge base in an appropriate mix to yield results, which are economically and ecologically sound. 

4. Deal with systemic asymmetries and bottlenecks and enable the farmer to reach out to the markets in India and export markets as well, thereby getting better value for produce and reduce volatility of spot markets for agricultural produce.

 

Our Activities:

Query Redress Service: 

This helps the technical services team of companies by making available a 10,000 plus network of experts to them. Any queries from farmers are forwarded to the ISAP central office from where it  is routed to the relevant experts. 

The Query Redress Service of ISAP is run in partnership with Kiosk Operators, NGOs, Private sector and Public Agencies involved in extension. The service caters to information and knowledge needs of the farmers, Professional Members of ISAP, individuals andother stakeholders involved in the wider agricultural sector. 

Electronic Queries are normally put up through e-mail to: isapindia@yahoogroups.com, or through the website at www.isapindia.org. 

Market Linkage Programmes:

ISAP believes that just the dissemination of market information is not enough. An effective market linkage program that can bring together farmers and buyers is required. ISAP aids in the creation of these market linkages. ISAPs role in the market linkage programs is not just limited to linking up the farmers and buyers. ISAP identifies products and markets for a cluster of farmers, and performs the initial detailed mapping for key market centers. ISAP also sets up the systems and processes to enable the farmer clusters to continue the mapping exercise in future. The mapping includes detailed analysis of the markets and identification of a pool of long-term buyers. By the end of ISAP intervention, it is ensured that the farming community has established firm links with large potential buyers. ISAP also hand holds the farming community in first stage negotiations with these potential buyers. 

Consulting Services:

We have Functional Expertise in the following areas:

Evaluation & Monitoring, Feasibility Studies, Field Surveys, Impact Assessment, Market Research, Needs Assessment, Data Management & Publishing, Participatory Research, Policy Analysis etc. We have done work with Food and Agriculture Organization, Japanese Bank for International Co-operation, Biodiversity, UK, ICICI, OXFAM, KGVK, Jharkhand, MDF, Assam,  HIMCON, Uttaranchal, INFAM. Kerala and many other such organizations across India.


Capacity Building

Capacity Building/Training:
Seminars / farmer meets 

Advocacy 

Information dissemination 

Technology transfer & absorption


Query Redress Systems


Recruitment and Placement Services for Agri Professionals

Encourage formation of  Crop Wise Farmer Groups and enable market linkages.

ISAP in association with its Chapter Coordinators and several partner NGOs carried out all over India, a signature collection campaign along with signage's on ISAP web site and in farmer meets in a large number of villages all over India. 

Successful collection of signature memorandum from more than 100,000 farmers in different parts of India against the trade distorting subsidies and unfair international trade practices of developed countries. This was submitted through Oxfam (India) Trust to Dr Supachai Panitchpakdi, Director General of the WTO at Cancun. This also served to build capacity of developing countries like India, in international negotiations on broader issues of international trading in agriculture.

 

In recognition of its pioneering work, ISAP has been selected by Digital Partners, USA as one of the Most Promising Social Enterprises for their 2002 Award. ISAP was a finalist for the Stockholm Challenge Award for 2003-2004. ISAP has received financial support from ICICI, OXFAM, FORD Foundation and others. But this is a beginning and there is a long way to go.

 

You can play a major role in this movement!

Membership forms are available at www.isapindia.org. YOU CAN REGISTER AND JOIN A NETWORK OF 13,500 OTHER PROFESSIONALS. The site offers tremendous functionality in terms of online networking, posting queries, formation of groups and sharing of information. We would also greatly appreciate if you put up this notice on the notice board of College/ Library / Departments in your organisation and/or forward information about ISAP to people you know are interested in this kind of work.

We would be glad to work with you and/or your organization in any of the above-mentioned areas. We would like to request support from you in terms of the following:

1. Joining the ISAP Network and helping enlarge it. You will find it useful from the point of view access to multiple opportunities for growth in the agriculture sector.

2. Sharing of audiovisual content, literature and others, which your organization would have made for your extension and demonstration activities.

3. Sharing the list of your teammates/friends involved in research and extension in your organization. We will invite them to be members of ISAP. They will gain tremendously from the interaction with other members, daily newsletters and various training programmes organized for skill and knowledge upgradation of professionals in this sector.

 
Lets work towards redefining the way agriculture is done today and make it a profitable business for the 110 million farming families of India.

 

Yours faithfully,

 

Sunil Khairnar 

Executive Director 

Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals,
R-289 A, IInd Floor, New Delhi – 110048

E-mail: isap@vsnl.net 
Website: www.isapindia.org 
Tel: 00 91 11 30938993, 51730574, Tel./Fax 51730573 

 

