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 GUMLA, JHARKHAND
Recognizing that rural prosperity is the key to overall economic development, several measures are taken by the Government for poverty reduction, employment creation and income generation in the rural areas throughout the country. Despite these measures, a vast majority of small and marginal farmers and landless agricultural labourers are still living below the poverty line and therefore, it is essential to reinforce the policy measures along with programme support for raising the income level for this vast section of rural community. Among other measures, there is an urgent need to fill the information gap in respect of technology, market and other inputs for the betterment of the farming community. It is also necessary to support the small and marginal farmers and landless agricultural labourers by enhancing their access to technologies, market information and linkages, expert advice and risk coverage options through knowledge connectivity at District, Block and Village levels. 

Jharkhand , which is predominantly  natural resources , and performance of forestry and agriculture  activities such as non wood forest products, horticulture, dairying and fisheries are critical in determining the growth rate of the state. It has provided employment to 80% of the total rural community.

There is predominance of tribal people in Gumla district blessed with nature’s beauty . The district is fully covered by dense forests, hills and rivers. it is pre dominantly inhabited by farmers whose main source of livelihood is agriculture. Almost 79% of the total work force of the district depends on agriculture & related activities. The tribal community is highly dependent on forest resources such as stems, tubers, fruits, leaves, flowers, animals, timber, and herbs, for food, shelter and medicines. Despite the emergence of money economy, a part of their cash requirement is still met from non-timber forest produce (NTFP). Even today, despite education, many Munda, Oraon and Kharia households, who own more land as compared to other tribes, depend upon the forests for their survival needs.
[image: image1.png]


Even after having so much natural wealth and fertile soil in the region , Gumla is one of the predominant  backward  district of the State. The farming community of  Oraon tribe is  still living in deprived state . There is lack of awareness among farming & rural community about welfare services , scheme  rendered by State government through department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Fish farming, Micro finance   schemes, Farmers extension services etc. Majority of tribal population is still practicing non professional techniques of cultivation practices which resulted into inability to  harness wealth from local natural resources. 

THE INDIAN SOCIETY OF AGRIBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS (ISAP) registered under the Indian Company’s Act is a non profit, Civil Society Organisation having a network of professionals in India and SAARC countries and experience ranging from irrigation, food processing, international trade, research, agri-inputs, agri-extension etc.  The functional areas of ISAP, inter-alia, includes SHG formation, capacity building / training , workshop / seminars, advocacy, information dissemination, technology transfer and absorption. The ultimate goal is to increase the income level of the rural poor and farming community. This could be possible through knowledge connectivity to the farmers and diversifying the farming activities in the areas like poultry, dairy, fisheries, bee keeping, agro processing and agro-related services.  

It is now widely known that agriculture production and growth rate has been declining over the last few years which is causing great concern for the policy makers, planners, programme implementers and all other stake holders. It is equally a matter of concern for Civil Society Organisations  and others in the voluntary sector who also wish to play the role of a catalyst in accelerating the pace of agricultural growth rate in the economy for achieving the objective of rural prosperity.  

It is in this background that ISAP in collaboration with its NGO member organization Lohardaga Gram Swarajya Sansthan , Lohardaga  , Sisai, Gumla, Jharkhand  propose to organize a one day Farmers Awareness Campaign at Gramin Navodaya Kendra, Police Station Road ,  V.P.O :  Sisai   , Block : Sisai ,  Dist. Gumla , Jharkhand  on 22ndJune,  2007. The programme is scheduled to start at 10 a.m 

The aim of the campaign is to empower farming community as  “ Knowledge Farmer “ by techniques of accessing the best available information and knowledge about cultivation practices of forest trees as well as crops, inputs and output markets which will help them to improve their earning capacity and quality of living.

The campaign will primarily focus on rendering extension service to the farmers with the help of governmental extension agencies and at the same time provide a forum for market linkage to the farmers and also SHGs for getting a better price for their produce and thereby enhancing their income and earning capacity. 

PARTICIPANTS:

We are expecting a huge participation from farming community, Self Help Groups, Social Institutions, Farmers Federation, Experts form Agricultural University , State and district level government agencies, Elected People’s Representatives  and Corporate in this event. 

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES:

· To extend the outreach of Agricultural Extension Services to farming community and rural poor;

· To strengthen knowledge linkage between development stake holders - farmers, SHGs, CBOs, Grassroot NGOs, Panchayat, Local Government Officials, Agribusiness Community, Insurance Companies, Financial Institutions and ISAP; 

· To create awareness about different schemes, projects and programmes of Agriculture and allied department, Rural Development supported by Zilla Panchayat, State & Central Government;  

· To create awareness and knowledge among the participants about the emerging issues in the field of agriculture and allied sectors;
· To provide a platform for interaction between agri experts and technology users on various agro-based enterprises;

· To explore market linkage between farming community and Agribusiness Community thereby generate income-enhancing opportunity for the farmers.

CAMPAIGN THEMES:

The identified themes of the Campaign would address the following areas:

· Agriculture & Rural Development Schemes, Project & Programmes at Zilla, State and Central level;

· Extension Services of ISAP for farming  & Agribusiness community in particular Query Redress & market linkage in collaboration with Agriculture Development stake holders; 

· Integrated farming practices for livelihood security

· Technologies of transfer for integrated nutrients  and pest management   

· Soil and fertility Management;

· Contribution of finance, insurance & other Agri based Companies in Agriculture   Development;
· Organic Farming Practices and its market value in National &International Market ;

· Promotion of Medicinal &   Aromatic Plants cultivativation practices and 
· Innnovative Animal Husbandry Activities 

IMPORTANT NOTE : 

There will be provision for Display and Sale of Agri inputs – seeds, pesticides, insecticides, fertilizers- Chemical and Biofertiliser, Vermicompost   products, farmer’s friendly  low cost tools & equipment from Agri based companies, NGOs, CBOs,  SHGs and  Farmers Federation and other micro enterprise stakeholders .

Contact Persons:  

For any further clarification regarding this workshop, please contact the following  persons :

1.
Ms. Mamta Srivastava, 


National Coordinator – NGO Networking & Extension Services 


Capacity Building Workshop Organiser


Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals    



R-289 A, Greater Kailash, New Delhi –110048 , INDIA 



Tel. 011-32994117(Direct), 41730573 –74, 32938993  Fax : 41731674



Email: mamta@isapindia.org,   www.isapindia.org

2. Mr. C P Yadav , 

Secretary, 

FAC Collaborating Partner 

Lohardaga Gram Swarajya Sansthan , Lohardaga, Jharkhand 

(M) 943118156 , 9334224609 , 06526 224895 , 222386 ,

 Email : lgss@rediffmail.com  

Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals    
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals    

