FARMERS’ AWARENESS CAMPAIGN –2007, KARNATAKA 

Agriculture is still a major activity in developing countries like India. Basic needs of human beings - food and energy - are met from agriculture. It also plays a crucial role in building a strong and prosperous nation. It should be accorded a place of primacy so that the objectives of food and nutritional security, poverty eradication and adequate employment generation are met. A number of initiatives / measures have been taken by the government and non Government organizations to maintain agriculture growth rate.  Despite these measures, a vast majority of small and marginal farmers and landless agricultural labourers are still living below the poverty line. It is imperative to integrate all initiatives from policy making to grassroot implementation to fill the information gap in respect of technology, market and other inputs for the benefit of the farming community. Most importantly knowledge transference to the farmers is most essential for adoption of up to date agricultural practices and improvement in productivity. Farmers are to be empowered to become  “ knowledge workers” using the latest available information and knowledge about cultivation practices, inputs and output markets. It is with this background in mind the Farmers’ Awareness Campaign is being organized.  

Karnataka possesses most diversified cropping patterns and farming systems in the country, representing crops of tropical, sub-tropical and humid regions coupled with livestock, fisheries and horticultural production. The State presents a diversity of soils, crops, animals as well as plantation crops, forest wealth. Due to varied agro-climatic conditions and topographical features, there exists very diversified crops and cropping pattern in Karnataka. 

The Raichur district is situated in central Karnataka region largely falling in the rainfed zone of Karnataka . It is known for its agricultural predominance and despite adversely placed under climate constraints, it is well known for quality Rice Production, Sunflower, Cotton etc. and Horticultural produces like Mango, Banana, Lemon, etc. Raichur has some area under irrigation but a large part of the district falls in the rain shadow zone.  It is found that the main problem of the farming community of the district is lack of awareness, right and updated information on  bank credit  ,  irrigation facilities , water efficient and multiple cropping  cultivation  practices etc. by small and marginal farmers .    

It is generally realized that a farmer needs to be supported throughout the agricultural life cycle. During crop planning, a farmer requires right information and eco friendly advisory services related to the soil, weather, crop diversification, water supply etc. In subsequent stages, the farmer is required to be serviced by the providers of seeds, fertilizers, machinery etc. In the post harvesting   stage the farmers face the challenges of marketing, storage and sale of his produce. At each stage of the lifecycle, the farmer is supported by various government schemes   including extension service and bank loan beside support from cooperatives, educational and research institutions. 

THE INDIAN SOCIETY OF AGRIBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS (ISAP) registered under the Indian Company’s Act is a non profit, Civil Society Organization having a network of professionals in India and SAARC countries and experience ranging from agriculture, food processing, animal husbandry, agri-inputs, agri-extension and so many other livelihood promotion measures.  The functional areas of ISAP, inter-alia, includes rural livelihood support programmes, query redress service, market linkage, capacity building and training of farmers, extension outreach, advocacy, information dissemination, technology transfer and absorption. The ultimate goal is to increase the income level of the rural poor and farming community. This could be possible through knowledge connectivity to the farmers and diversifying the farming activities in the areas like poultry, dairy, bee keeping, agro processing and agro-related services.  

It is now widely known that agriculture production and growth rate has been declining over the last few years which is causing great concern for the policy makers, planners, programme implementers and all other stake holders. It is equally a matter of concern for Civil Society Organizations and others in the voluntary sector who also wish to play the role of a catalyst in accelerating the pace of agricultural growth rate in the economy for achieving the objective of rural prosperity.  

It is in this background that ISAP in association with its institutional member “ SADHANA SINDHANUR” Raichur, Karnataka propose to organize a one day Farmers Awareness Campaign at Kote Veeranna Kalyana Mantapa , Near City Municipal Council , Sindhanoor ,   Dist. Raichur , Karnataka on 27th April , 2007.

The aim of the campaign is to empower farming community as  “ Knowledge Farmer “ by techniques of accessing the best available information and knowledge about cultivation practices, inputs and output markets which will help them to improve their earning capacity and quality of living. 

The campaign will primarily focus on rendering extension service to the farmers with the help of governmental extension agencies and at the same time provide a forum for market linkage to the farmers and also SHGs for getting a better price for their produce and thereby enhancing their income and earning capacity. Further details about the objectives, participants, team etc. of the campaign are described below:

PARTICIPANTS:

We are expecting a huge participation from farming community, Self Help Groups, Social Institutions, Farmers Federation, State and district level government agencies, elected People’s Representatives and Corporate in this event. 

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES:

· To extend the outreach of Agricultural Extension Services to farming community and rural poor;

· To strengthen knowledge linkage between development stake holders - farmers, SHGs, CBOs, Grassroot NGOs, Panchayat, Local Government Officials, Agribusiness Community, Insurance Companies, Financial Institutions and ISAP;

· To create awareness about different schemes, projects and programmes of Agriculture and allied department, Rural Development supported by Zilla Panchayat, State & Central Government;  

· To create awareness and knowledge among the participants about the emerging issues in the field of agriculture and allied sectors; 

· To provide a platform for interaction between agri experts and technology users on various agro-based enterprises;

· To explore market linkage between farming community and Agribusiness Community thereby generate income-enhancing opportunity for the farmers.

CAMPAIGN THEMES:

The identified themes of the Campaign relevant to Raichur  District  would address on the  following :  

· Agriculture & Rural Development Schemes, Project & Programmes at Zilla, State and Central level;

· Extension Services of ISAP for farming  & Agribusiness community in particular Query Redress & market linkage in collaboration with Agriculture Development stake holders;

· Marketing of Agriculture and WTO and its implications to Agriculture:

· Soil and fertility Management;

· Plant Protection and Integrated Pest Management;

· Sustainable agriculture and Organic Farming Practices ;

· Innovative Micro Irrigation System and 

· Contribution of finance, insurance & other Agri based Companies in Agriculture   Development.

EXHIBITION: 

There will be provision for exhibitors to display and sell Agri inputs – seeds, pesticides, insecticides, fertilizers- Chemical and Bio fertiliser, Vermi compost   products, farmer’s friendly low cost tools & equipment from Agri based companies, NGOs, CBOs, SHGs and Farmers Federation and other micro enterprise stakeholders.

CONTACT PERSONS:  

For any further clarification regarding this campaign, please contact the following  persons : 

1. Ms. Mamta Srivastava, 


National Coordinator


ISAP Farmers’ Awareness Campaign    

      Organiser


Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals    



R-289 A, Greater Kailash, New Delhi –110048 



Tel. 011-32994117(Direct), 41730573 –74,   

             32938993  Fax : 41731674



Email: mamta@isapindia.org,   

             www.isapindia.org 

2. Mr. Sharanappa  Barsi ,

General Secretary

ISAP FAC Collaborating Partner (Karnataka)

SADHANA SINDHANUR

Tel. 08535223699, Mob: 09448302953 , Fax : 08535 223334

 Email: sadhana_organ@yahoo.co.in
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