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Emerging 'Community Information Space’ of

The Indian Society of Agri-Business Professionals (I5AP)

Ikisvi sadi ka ki;a;n, By : Ajit Maru, 1ISNAR
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samasyayen evam samadhan | 7. our iNARS workshop held ar The Hague last

December, we discussed emerging institutional
Dear 157 innovations in the use of information and communication

tear [5.ATians, technology (ICT) in agriculture research and
development One of these innovations was of 'shared /
A big hello to all of you. As spring is on its | community information spaces (S/C1S)

r months, the | would like to describe one of these S/CISs. | have
ken a pasitive been as:mcmu:d with tI'!.c! Indian Society of Ag_nvl:'!u?.mes:s
. H Professionals (ISAP) since 115 inception and recogmsed 1t
TEASII]. 1 ne as a commumty that networked agn-business (food
i up. ‘e | processing, international trade, research, agricultural
new Chapter Cbi L r_\.' Gawe in.putsh agri-:';ultural ext_enmlsinn‘ eic.) !:nmfess:inna:!s. But it
ai .| was not untl 1 got the insight at the INARS workshop to
P An the | consider its 'shared information space’, which through the
qoiety to take | use of approprnate ICT not only enhanced the space but
'..F‘fctl.‘-:.: T e also created opporunities for leaming for multiple
stakeholders South Asia
commenits,
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In January this vear, | visited the 1SAP offices on the
outskirts of New Delhi, very near the famous Qutub
i thal you | Minar. There in very unostentatious surroundings, 1 found
v nene [ook | agroup of earnest and hardworking individuals led by Dr.
| KK, Upadhayay, its COO, and Mr. Sunil Khairnar, its
: Executive Director, both post-graduates in management.
young reqders and to add value, we are | They were busy entering membership data and collating B
HoTe posting fofis in the agriculture sector | and repackaging information in databases and web-pages. |
o - Sunil showed me a large sheaf of letters requesting
membership and on quenes related to agricultural issues. |
was very impressed, Having had a good experience of the
Reqards Indian NARS. this was something no research or
: extension manager had ever shown me -- sheaves of
correspondence from farmers and rural entrepreneurs,

m loves to

on tHhe site.

Dir. K, K. Upadhyay, ISAP was formed about three years ago, when a group
2 of individuals, with professional agricultural

Chuef Operating Officer # ; g
A i backgrounds. realised that there was no organisation in




India that consolidated, enabled interconnectivity and
sharing of knowledge in the agncultural sector. This
deprived the farming community of the expertise and
excellence that existed in pockets across the sub-
continent. Sunil and his colleagues wanted to network
a community of agri-business related professionals,
whowere willing to voluntanly share information and
knowledge. They, the initiators of ISAP, did not want
to be commercial intermediaries in this exchange,
though Sunil is the CEQ of Agnwatch: Indian
Agribusiness Systems, a private company
(hitp.www aeriwatch com). ISAP is registered as a
public not-for-profit company

To achieve its aims, ISAP had 1o use ICT
Therefore, 1t created 8 web site,
hitpwww isapindia,org, and started an electronic
discussion list, ISAPIndial@yahoo org, using Yahoo
groups. Today, ISAP has more than 6,000 members in
all its affiliations. The discussion list has more than
1,500 members and is considered to be one of the
largest in its category. ISAP has spawned several
more lists, some topical, others regional and still
others city specific. A visit to these lists indicates the
wide range issues Indian agriculturists are facing and
how the ISAP community was voluntarly assisting
them in solving some of them.

What are the lessons that we learn from this S/CIS?

ISAP was built by an exishing, albeit smuall,
community {of professionals)

ISAP focused on supporting anm existing
community space (their own) that shared information
and knowledge through participation, Thus, it
focused on people and not technology

ISAP supported the S/CIS by orzamising,
mamtaining and enhancing its role and making it
visible (o altract more agri-business professionals. It
used appropriate ICT, a website and a discussion list,
for this purpose.

Undemeath this information space, ISAP as an
organisation and an institution, supported the S/CI18
with appropriate policies and strategies that created
credibility and trust

ISAP's policies and strategies were clear and
transparent, and intended to create trust among all its
members for the sustainability of the Society.

ISAP is linancially sustainable through a wide
vanely of activities, ranging [from publishing
agricultural news magazines, making reports for
corporate bodies, providing market information,

supporting farmers by answering queries for a small
fee, membership fees, donations and sponsorships
All transactions are put on the Intérnet to ensure
transparency to those who invest their time and
money on ISAPand its activities.

ISAP organises several interfaces with its
members. These include face-to-face meetings,
seminars and workshops, and it uses e-mail,
discussion lists, SMS, telephony and its web site to
share information. It supports Agri-Clinics that help
agri-entrepreneurs across the country

ISAPIndia, to me, 18 shll an “information space’
that 15 evolving to become a leaming space’ for agn-
business professionals' community. And, | believe its
next challenge will be to become a 'negotiation space’
for farmers and agri-business professionals for
collaborative action to face the challenges of a very
competitive global environment for agriculture in
South Asia

When 1 left the ISAP office, the question that
gontinued to linger in my mind was 'is ISAP a
component of the new agricultural innovation svstem
that 15 emérging 1n the South. Is ISAPIndia and the
way ICT 15 used by it to benefit stakeholders for
agricultural development, one of the ways forusin the
INARS/ARIAjit MaruS discussion group to study
and replicate'?
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News and Information

Space for management
sciences in agri-business

Thara ama a fow smple niles bafoe ona
sharts an agri-business and Sose indude indng
the markel locking af the avalability and
sourcing of raw mataral, the technoogy and
finally cash fioes Could 15AFindia get dala on
‘sucoesshil and ungicoesshl slar-ups’ of agn-
buginesses from amangsd (s members? Aka,
can |t crystalise some simple rules before any
enfreprenswr irvests in an agri-anterprisa? | em
ke gerding & aapy al this mail lo my professoral
finance and strebaqy In nursl management, Frof
Lanjiv Phensalkar, who hes dane similar work on
small and medium anterprizas in tha country, Ha
had then haghlighted the ‘sighl mestakes” usualy
mede by smelacale Industraliste In Ihe
industrial, menulacturing end servicas sactor
{How nof 4a nain your small business-1528). Can
one come up with somotheng smitar for age-
businesses?

5. Ananthanarayana Sharma,
Srijan, Bangslona

Waterless rice cuts water
use by 50%

Waler [s like blocd. Donste some bul slways
keap encugh keft fo stay alve. Thus soling the
walar crizis should nol creste B naw
anvirgnmeantal orisis. Over 70 parcandal the fresh
wetsr wilhdrawal word-wile = due o food
producsion while st leest 30-40 par cent f neaded
fo sustein ecosyslema. Securing bof food
produciion and ecosystems B necessery for
evouding fubure digaslers. In Kyolo, in Mandh,
egreuRural specaists urged the worll's walss
miniztars not o forgst tha scosystam

"Dialogus i@ good, eclion 8 bBelier,
irmrestmeEnt is crucal”, says Wim van Vieessen of
the University of Wageningsn “Wageningen
offers sokitions Bke the project walsriess roe
Mormaly 3000 o 5000 liles of weter ama
needed o produce 1 SGlogrem af rica, about 3105
imes whal 5 nesded for whesl and oom.
Waterleas Rica has maneged o bring this down
by 50 par cant. The saarch continuss for furthes
reduction.

In Tha Hague declarsficn of 2000, littka
altentian wos pad 0 [he mie of scosyslems,
more speciically of agualic acosyslems, whils
their role 8 crucial to our exiziencs, If too ik
wadar is alocated for ecosystams, this will lead fo
degradation of the resaurcs. Thus, oo Alte wales
for ecosysiems fesulls in oo Wile water and hal
requfis m oo lile food. Weler dood end
acogysiems are alinterdepandang!

Third Gujarat Meet on
Organic Farming

{Gujarathaea rediion of arganising suchan
avani every fao yeass. In e ksl meed, orgenisad
in We campus of e Gusral Agrculiure
Unkiarsity, Anend, more than 850 peopls,
nciuding over 450 precising fermars and &0
women, lock pari. Tha meal geva a new boosl io
the crganc mowaimant i Gujdsal and |fepred o
It pecple, The publiic langely suppors the evants
angenized by Jatan, which dioas not use any
gevernment funds or projecl monay funded by
oudsice pgancies for the pupose. The nexdt
angenic meel ts scheduled Trom Mey 1 ta 3 at
Lokbharfi-Sanosara in Bhevanegar distict of the
Saursshira region. The vanua i locabad 1 km. off
Sanasara vilage, 40 ke away fom Bhavanagas
o the Bhavanager-Fakol road. Baing someane
wha iz infaresied in organic fBrming and iz &8
suppariar of fhe movamant for ocrganic famming,
ou ane regussked 10 mnead s messags i s
miny peopls a8 you can end elso 1B part in be
mesal We shallwelcome your suggesions

Fapil Shah, Dinector,

Jatan; & mission for Drganic Farming,
Vinoba Ashram, Gotrl Vadodara - 390 021,
Ph : 0265-23714 29, Fax : 0265-237 04 63
E-maidl ; jatanisatyamnel in

Manufacturers of bio-
pesticides, bio-fertilisers
and neem-based pesticides

Mr M Chandrakumar fram Tamil Madu has
enquired about marlachirers ol bio-pestickdes,
bio-fertiieers end neam-basad peslicides. | 'wish
to inform him emd all other mterested members of
ISAP thal 5Som Phylepharma [Indin) Lid
lferrnplydaihoimed com) manlaciures hese
pradouts They nclude

Bio-agr inpuls Tke neem oeke, nesm al
sagweed exfrects humic subsiances, emino
acid, nesm coafing egent for wea, bio-annchad
warm|-compast, celulos doesting mecrobes for
making beo-fertilisess from ferm waste |

sugercans fittermud, efo

Birpesticides Hea hanpy, pesclomyces,
metarhizium, beauwvaria, ifrichoderma,
peoudomomans Aounescans, varficilium, alc.

Big-farfilisars lika azospirillum,
phesphobactena, pofash and Zing selubilising
bipclesie, alo

Heam-birad bopesiodes ke nza lech,
aza 000 %, 0.15%,0.30%1.0%1 2% 3.0%, elc

Kerarg-hesad biopesicides (Tor the first
firmaa indfra wearkd] like kamanijin tach, karanjin 1.0%
and 20 %alo.

The company’s R&D cenina ks recognisad
by the Gosestment ol indidand the oompany hss
eglsiraton for many of is bo-pesticdes in
Austrelia 1t iz also exporing & bic-products 1o
aver 20 countrisa

[ Venkatesh Devanur
[dryenkateshifivahoo com)

Managing Director

Som Phytopharma (India) Ltd,

154 AJS_ 5V Co-op Indl Estate,

Ida Bollaram-502 333, Medak disiricl,

AP, Imdia. Kobile: 040-56646278,

Home: 040-5537 6278, Fax : 040-2332 0718

Cold spring promises rich
mushroom hunt

Shimie: Preapects of finding & rane wid
mutshiroom that grows in the Himalayas ere good
I U B @n urrselied Speing Gesoends Lpon
Himechal Predesh “Guchhl®, a mre wild
mighroom end a much scughd efter delicacy, hes
bisgun bo sproul in the counfryside of this hil sate
atpuer 1,800 melres. "Due oS ranly and alsods
unigue 18sie guchhi feiches &8 whopping
Rz 5,000 & kg end more in mefmopolilan ciies
"5, evary spnng, fammars scour the coundryside
fer gueihi mushnoomes,” séys Deswan Singh, who
hieri: bsen & guichihi hunter for decades. e o a
iate wet wirler and now an unsetied spring,
chanpas of a8 good mushroom hunl seam bright
lhis lme" says Fajani Devl ancther guchhi
hunler, Women, wha are known lo be skiled
miushraom hunters, somslmes remeain ool of
thair hames in the countryeide for weeks

Dascibed by many 88 one of e most
aypansiva food ilems in the country, guchhi
horwewar cannal be cultvaled. “Inslaad, te dark
qrey mashroom sprouts B the  wikd {one
miughraom et & tima), ofien in shady ereas, nch in
humues and organic sol, " =ays Singh

Onca dry, the weight of the mushmoom
moduces dmamalically, Consumers profar [o
e b I dlry, @ 10 mch mone tasty and s a
kang ahelf Me. The maoity of gochhi hunters s=0
theesir e B4 Bpring feirs in Shimia, Simar, Kol
and Kinnaur distnels. But somealso fansport the
g s o e o iobilkg markels ke Delh. g

Baldev &. Chauhan,
Iietho-Asian Nows Serdic
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SPREAD THE MOVEMENT

Dear 15APIans. the drnive stared by vou all has become a movement. It 15 time that you encourage

more people to join 5 AP Please gat the tollowing Form filled and send imto ISAP Delhi

| Name: Mr/Dr/Ms

| Educational Qualifications:

| Present engagement or activity:
Address for correspondence

Pincode

Contact Phone number with STD code: DateofBirth: ..................... ;
| Toselect vour category tick | | on the appropriate box.

| 1. Agriculture and Rural Development Expert [PRACHARAK]
Orgamsation Designation ...,
Area of expertise

Disseminator of Agricnlture and Roral Develop

Partner Non-governmenial Organisations (NG
Name of NGO
Area of specialisation

Farmer intending to use Agriculivure and Rur
Area of your farm

Description of yvour farm

Location

Soil Type ...

Industrial User of Agriculiure and Rural Tig#
Nameoftheindustry ..o 0
Business

Annual Turmowver

Any specific problem faced by your business

Agricultore and Rural Development Knowledge Volunteer [KRISHISEVAK]

Partner Research Organisations |[SANSHDHAK)

Agri and rural journalist who writes exclusively/extensively on agricultural/rural issues |

ILEKHAK]

Areaof Writing.

Village institution Leader who is engaged in agricultural and rural development activity at the |
village level [SUDHARAK] |




HEAD OFFICE

Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals
Rathi Niwas, F-316, Opposite Maharaja Aris,
M.B.Road, Lado Sarai, New Delhi - 110 030

Phone: 491 11 28537580, 26537591 E-mail - isap@vsnl.net

Varaprasad Reddy
Regional Coordinetar-South

Mobile: BE400B07T4

Gokul Patnaik
Chairman
Dr. K.K Upadhyay
Chief Operating Officer
Mobile: 2818002723
E-mail - upadhyay@isapindia.ong

E-mail - Varaprasada_rghotmail com

K.N. Rehman

House # 1-4-EB0/38M/A, Kausalya Nilayam, Regons! Coordinalar-Cenire
Gandhi Nagar, MNew Bakaram, Hydrabad

Tel : 0755-2758709
E-mail - isapbhope@yahae com

Sunil Khairnar
Executive Director

Abhay Thakur
Regional Coordinator-Morih
Koblle: 9318001449
E-mail - thakurT 3@ rediffmail.com

Shyam Bhadane
Regonal Coordirptor - West
25, A Prolessof Colony
Dwopur, Dhale - 424002 Maharastra
Phone - (D2562} 23034, 21025
E-Mail- shyam4BE8&Indiatimes com

Bangalore chapler

.M. Lakshminamayan Roddy

Faom K222 16l Bock, UG Hoslel, G KK
Unreersiey of agnoutiural sciences

Eangalore. Phomac DBODG3S52T 0D03AR15524
E-imall; enlraday 1@ i mall o

C hannal ehapler
MR Gopakumar

Clo.Grg anvim sound solusons pret .
17, Esighnaireichad] @ i, @ yar,
Chonrai- GO0 020

Tal 441 1134, 449 7097 Raw 445 307

Calouita chapter
BFURHTE s
8 shanlinagas, Rofam. Kokata-700115

el Bengal
Tel : OX3-2560R819 (Rodenne|
Ernall - ralfoegoswamifred iBmall com

Musmbal Chapter
Jukry Pabsl

Universal Tesbemakors

133, Marw Apollo Esxtita. Mogra Read,
Andhei(East), Murmbal-400 085

Tak 81-22-832 B631 Fax: B1-22-837 8156
Ermal UniveesalTasbenmnakars @iradilmad. cam

Ratnagiri chapier

Ajay dasal

27T, zadgxon, Shivaji kigh =cheol road
Faltnagiri - 4155132

Phone 02352 - 4627 | 20342

Ernait ajoydesaiflrvanl. nat

Bmrdsar chapbesr

flanbir singh

431 rangitpure, Fo khaka colklege,
Armritzar-14.3002

Tal: D1A3-ZZ3405 {night Gre )
0183-225316 (dawtime]

E-mrail: hunéznfighds nel.in

Shivpun chapber

D.K.Gupla

Honlman ntetrationsl

B Goyal Bravwan, 104071, AB Road,

Shirpur- 473551

PR D7 482- 230 IIST AT 0N I5802 1 Res)
fiobile: 902750442

Ermall adbyadip@hetmai com

4

Himachal Chaples

Or. Chiranyit Parmar

Horficutlral Salos & Servioes

1863 Jail Road, Mardi HP 178001, iIMDI&
Phana: 01908-22810; Fax: 01505-25413
E-irmill. paifrarehi@amnl o

Winhmte: wwesoessorknoanplants. com

Ahmedabad chapler

wiren Shatn

802, 6th Nasi, Codw Tovent,

H.Parimal Raitway Crossing, Elisbridge
Ahima dabad-380008

Phane: O70-Ga81 456284

E-mail: cippyEveinaonling nat

Pondichermy chapher

S.Pushpalatha

Elgrvaeduig, 18, B Flagr, Kasmarage Siresl
WMoonakshipet, Kadrkamam.

Pandichamy - 805 J09

Ph: (413-2T5812

E-mail: okovenhsofisbycom &
wksrwaeiu e ey s am

Chandigarls ehagher
Rakesh Gugloani

#3T Secior 15 A, Chardigarhk-180015
Tad D172-58TER4

E-rrmil; reschon g bde reslin

Indlre chaplar

Ravi 5. Faolkar

Anhinay -Agr-hisman resounca daveleamant
anganigaton

75, Greator Thupatl Colony, indone-1
Tad-0731 45361 I 4ET048

E-mail: abrdof@redfmaicom

Marathwacds chapls

Shankar Bsle

Directer, BOC- Bankalp Saads Co Pyt Led
Jaira {M3) Tel: (02402} 36540

Emait sankaipsecds@sfy.oom

Bhubars=swar chapier

Sddharta Sankar Dash

SA0 M. Balarwm Cosk

PiotHo - 27 P}, Bafured Mahasrshi coldoge
PO - Sahidragar, Ehubanoswas

Crigaa -7S1007

Ted: ¢DET &) 38885

Email siddPanitadash@EZraimail ooemn

Banda (WP} chaples

Sudharnsia Bhusan Dvdvedi

Jakfnni, Khurhand. District Band

Uttar Pradesh

Tal |{I5132)25958

Eriail; akan kifei-rmil oo dillivall sam

Talanpana ehagla

Mir Hasham Ali Abbasi

Address 537 Pridlong, Neamabad (AF)
Tl Q8462 257EE

Thiiaaur ehaplar

Enup Balakrshran

Ruoom & 29, Now hosial,
Collega of hormauluing

Kerak Agriculure Liniversty
Trwissuy

Ph:D4ET 23T 1658

Email: abkrishifrediffmail com

Tripura chapler

Mujibur slam Bapmdar

Marik Chakra, Arundhd Nagar
Agartala, Tripumn -TES303

Tal : Q3B1-230027 [R)

Email : baharulim_01d@akovista com &
baharull Sqrediffmai.com

DAVAHAGERE AND OTHER CENTRAL PARTS
OF EARNATARA

Basavarnppoa M P

Rooem & 7, PG Hoslal, G KK
Univaraily of ngricuberal ssencey,
Bangalore-55 Ph - 080320154
E-MAIL: basurnp@redifirail com

Coimbatore chapber

Shashi Ghash Mac {21 Extansicn]
Room#1 0, P PG Mostsl

Tamd Mady Sgricubum| Urivarsiy
Coimbadars -3

Phaone : 0422-2441813

E MAIL: ghosh_saskiyahes oo 6

Drarwad chapber

Gapinath

Sukruth Hoshelibuldingi

Cipp: Eittur Rand Shannasmima park main gata
P B.Rewd, DRaramd

Ph D835 -4 80560

E-ral: pepBl2h@edifmai cam

il




